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2026-2027 ERN ReCONNET 
Exchange program for Ukraine




The ERN ReCONNET Exchange Program aims to foster collaboration and knowledge sharing within our network. Launched and supported by the European Commission, this program offers healthcare professionals the opportunity to visit an ERN ReCONNET centre and exchange experience with colleagues working in the field of rare and complex connective tissue and musculoskeletal diseases (rCTDs). 
The programme focuses on sharing clinical and organisational knowledge, learning from good practices, and providing opportunities for education and training.

Are you a Ukrainian healthcare professional who:

· Is currently working in a healthcare centre/hospital in Ukraine,
· And is actively involved in the care of patients affected by one or more of the diseases covered by ERN ReCONNET, namely: Antiphospholipid Syndrome (APS), Ehlers-Danlos Syndromes (EDS), Idiopathic Inflammatory Myopathies (IIM), IgG4-Related Diseases (IgG4-RD), Mixed Connective Tissue Diseases (MCTD), Relapsing Polychondritis (RP), Sjögren’s Disease (SjD), Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE), Systemic Sclerosis (SSc), or Undifferentiated Connective Tissue Diseases (UCTD).

Would you like to:

· Share clinical and organizational knowledge on rCTDs aimed at improving care;
· Receive education and training on rCTDs;
· Share good practices on rCTDs;
· Learn more about support of patient empowerment and education on rCTDs.


Apply to the ERN ReCONNET Exchange Program!


The exchange program
For the 2026-2027 edition, 5 exchanges have been reserved for Ukrainian professionals.
The aim of the ERN ReCONNET exchange program is to enhance knowledge sharing and to stimulate the collaboration between health care professionals taking care of rCTDs. The ERN ReCONNET exchange program is meant to meet goals and strengthen capacity on the network level. It is not meant for research nor for individual development (though this may be a secondary effect of the exchange program).
The ERN ReCONNET will cover travel expenses and provide a daily allowance for hotel and meals in line with European Commission guidelines. To determine your eligibility for support, refer to table 1 for the per diem provided and use the following link to calculate your travel allowance: https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en 


Table 1: Daily rate reimbursed by the ERN ReCONNET
	Country
	Daily rate in €

	Sweden
	157

	Belgium, Germany, France, Italy
	131

	Spain, Portugal, Slovenia
	78



Any professional that had the chance to visit an ERN ReCONNET center agrees to submit a detailed report about their stay, the activities performed and eventual suggestions and comments to the steering committee. The report has to be submitted within 1 month after the end of the visit.

Where can you go?
ERN ReCONNET member institutions from 8 different countries participate in this year’s exchange. You can consult the different destinations and programs proposed by the ERN ReCONNET members under this link:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19-3XsDKqp8Ijhkj9DNf4CdO4Az0mTl4l/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109375020607711029382&rtpof=true&sd=true

How to apply
To apply for one of the programs please fill out this form before 10th December 2026 at23h59 CET:
https://forms.gle/F75Ur7MFATE3jt218 

Please note that exchanges must strictly take place before June 30th.

ERN ReCONNET
ERN ReCONNET is the European Reference Network for rare and complex connective tissue and musculoskeletal diseases. ERN ReCONNET currently involves 54 Full Members (FMs), 9 Affiliated Partners (APs) and 10 European Patient Advocacy Groups (ePAG) Advocates, with a geographical coverage of 23 European countries: Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, and Sweden.
ERN ReCONNET covers the following rare and complex connective tissue and musculoskeletal diseases (rCTDs): Systemic Sclerosis, Mixed Connective Tissue Diseases, Idiopathic Inflammatory Myopathies, Anti-phospholipid syndrome, Undifferentiated Connective Tissue Diseases, IgG4 related diseases, Relapsing Polychondritis, Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, Sjögren Syndrome and Ehlers-Danlos Syndromes.
The main aim of ERN ReCONNET is to improve the management of rare connective tissue and musculo-skeletal diseases (rCTDs) across the EU. The main objectives of ERN ReCONNET are:


· Realisation of the potential of European cooperation among rCTDs stakeholders, by providing a stable and fully functioning European infrastructure on rCTDs;
· Provision of highly-specialised care for rCTDs patients and promotion of improvements in the cost-effective delivery of diagnosis, management and monitoring of rCTDs patients;
· Pooling, advancing and exchanging of knowledge and information on rCTDs by providing training and education for rCTDs stakeholders and by facilitating the mobility of expertise;
· Stimulating and encouraging collaborative patient-centered research in rCTDs;
· Promoting the empowerment and the involvement of rCTDs patients in the rCTDs community.

The ERN ReCONNET is conceived as a multi-stakeholder infrastructure going beyond geographical boundaries, whose purpose is to serve as a meeting point for needs, feedback and expertise for HCPs, patients, families and for other stakeholders involved in rCTDs (other networks, authorities, health systems, private sectors, etc.). In addition, ERN ReCONNET has established a formal partnership with patients’ representatives (ePAG Advocates) that are actively integrated in ERN ReCONNET.
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